
 

 
 

Friday 27th March 2020 

Principal’s Message 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It feels so different to be writing to you all after the first week of the country being on lockdown and 

I hope that you and your families are well and looking after each other? I am sure the students are 

also adapting to this new reality as we all try and adjust to a new routine.  

Everyone at Manchester Academy would like to pass on their thanks and gratitude for your ongoing 

support, especially in the week before schools were closed by the Government. Our students were 

amazing, especially Year 11 who dealt with huge changes to their school with dignity and maturity. 

Manchester Academy clapped out the students on our final day and the video went viral with 2 

million people viewing the scene and celebrating what we do every day. I am so proud of all our 

students and the amazing staff who dealt with the difficult times as a team, working together. 

Daily Routines 

Now the novelty of not physically being in the Academy is wearing off it is vital that ALL students- 

including Year 11 – develop a good working routine every day. A suggested daily routine could 

include: 

· Some exercise – there are lots of YouTube videos and Apps that show how you can exercise, even 

in a small space. Every morning at 9.00, Joe Wicks leads a PE lesson for the nation which is really 

popular or check the NHS site: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/get-fit-with-strength-and-flex/ 

· Some chores – please make sure our students are helping you with cooking, cleaning and tidying up 

and looking after younger siblings if need be. We all need to help each other during these worrying 

times 

· Lots of reading – one of the best and most productive routines to get into is reading every day, lots 

of providers have now made e-books available for young people and Audible, the biggest provider of 

audio books has also made their content free for young people. 

· And of course – studying!! 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/get-fit-with-strength-and-flex/


   
 

 

 

Manchester Academy Remote Learning Zone 

It’s really important that all our students keep studying and engaged with learning and the 

curriculum. The easiest way to find the Remote Learning Zone is through the Academy’s website. If 

you click on the link, you will find folders for each year group. Click on the relevant year group for 

your child and you will find all their subjects and some exciting and challenging work to keep all 

students thinking and learning. We suggest that all students should be doing at least 3 hours 

learning a day and mix up different subjects – making sure across the week they cover all the 

curriculum. Some students are using their timetables as a structure to guide learning and that’s a 

great way of guiding them through the week. After the Easter holiday, we will be moving to even 

more online lessons and a regular timetable for students to follow, more information to follow. 

 

Students need to check their school emails 

Alongside logging into the Remote Learning Zone, students also need to check their school emails as 

this is where they’ll find invitations from their teachers to join virtual lessons. This week there have 

been virtual lessons taking place in Microsoft Teams and students have been interacting with their 

teachers as they explore learning online. Students can log onto their school account online through 

Office.com and they also have access to the online versions of Microsoft Word/Excel and 

Powerpoint which they can use to complete work. This completed work can then be sent to their 

teachers for feedback. Lots of our students are really engaged with this but some have not yet 

logged in – we do not want any student falling behind during the period the Academy is closed. 

 

Year 11 

The last few days with Year 11 were amazing, we were all so moved by their maturity and we 

celebrated their wonderful contribution to Manchester Academy. This year group mean a lot to me 

as they have shown such commitment to our ambition to transform the Academy and they will be an 

important year group in the history of Manchester Academy because of this.  

Lots of Year 11 students are worried about college and 6th form places for September but, at the 

moment, due to the lockdown, colleges have not got the capacity to answer individual concerns. The 

national exam authority, Ofqual, is beginning to publish details of how GCSE grades will be awarded 

in the summer and we will keep you up to date with this information. Year 11 must keep studying for 

two reasons – one, we may need to demonstrate evidence that the grades we submit are accurate 

and secondly, it is vital they arrive in college in September used to learning as otherwise the jump to 

new courses will be huge. Year 11 should also check their school email regularly to keep up to date 

with exam grade processes. 

 

 

 



   
 

 

 

Free School Meals 

For this week, we have sent out vouchers to families where the child receives free school meals. We 

have signed up to the Manchester City Council programme which will make payments directly to 

families to cover the amount which each child would receive each week if they were getting free 

school meals. Parents should have received a letter about this process. Due to the current lockdown 

situation we, unfortunately, cannot provide meals for students at school. Plans are in place to have a 

national scheme to support these families but until then we are grateful to Manchester City Council 

for stepping in to support families across the city. 

The contribution towards a lunchtime meal is £2.00 per day (£10 per week) for each school child or 

young person in the household. 

We will be able to pay this money within a few days by the following methods 

● A bank transfer into a nominated bank account 

● A secure text message that can be used to access cash from a range of Paypoint outlets in the city 

● A voucher that can be printed and can then be exchanged for cash from a range of Paypoint 

outlets in the city. 

Parents can make an application, please submit a request via the Council’s welfare Provision 

Scheme. 

MCC Online Application FSM Voucher 

 

Hardship Fund 

Because schools have closed and some families are facing additional financial challenges due to the 

Covid 19 virus, Manchester City Council want to provide support to families, who most need it. The 

council is providing a financial grant to parents and carers of the following groups of children and 

young people. 

To qualify the family must be: 

● a Manchester resident or supported by our Homelessness Service; and 

● whose family has been hardest hit by the recent issues and may be waiting for benefits to be 

assessed or have a gap in their income due to being laid off etc. 

The contribution towards a lunchtime meal is £2 per day (£10 per week) for each school age child or 

young person in the household.  

 

 

 



   
 

 

 

The council will be able to pay this money within a few days by the following methods 

● A bank transfer into a nominated bank account 

● A secure text message that can be used to access cash from a range of Paypoint outlets in the city 

● A voucher that can be printed and can then be exchanged for cash from a range of Paypoint 

outlets in the city. 

To make an application, you need to submit a request via the Council’s Welfare Provision Scheme,  

MCC Apply for cash grant if you are in financial crisis 

The costs of supporting families facing hardship will be met by the Local Authority, and will still be 

offered after the national voucher scheme for FSM is launched. If you live in a different local 

authority, please contact them to find out what arrangements they are making. 

 

Mental Health and Well Being 

The current crisis is making everyone understandably more anxious and worried. We need to look 

after our mental health, as well as keeping physically fit and well. Our safeguarding team are keeping 

in touch with students who we know may struggle at this time. Try to ration the time spent on social 

media as there is a lot of misinformation out there, scaring and panicking people. If you are feeling 

low, sad or scared the NHS has a website to help: https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/ 

Finally, I have received messages from community leaders and the local police to pass on their 

thanks for the way the lockdown has been managed by young people in the area and I want to thank 

everyone for supporting this national effort. Manchester Academy has been providing emergency 

support for children of key workers and parents have been really supportive in trying to keep 

children at home whenever possible. We should all be following the key advice; stay home, protect 

the NHS and save lives. 

Please keep well, take care of each other and keep making Manchester magic. We miss all our 

students but we now need to keep in touch digitally until we can all reunite. 

 

 

 

Mr J Eldon, Principal 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/

